
 

Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

- Transdisciplinary theme:   Who We Are  
- Central idea :  Traditions and culture represent communities. 

 

Summative assessment task(s):  

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central 
idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 

Formative assessments(s): 
● Math - 2nd Week:  Addition and Subtraction without Algorithms 
● Math - 4th Week:  Addition and Subtraction with Algorithms 
● Reading- 2nd Week 
● Reading - 4th Week 

Summative: 
● Math Summative 1 
● Reading Summative 1 

 

Class/grade:    2nd Grade                     Age group: 6-7 

School:    Briscoe Elementary               School code: 112 

Title:  

Teacher(s): Mr. Quintanilla, Mrs. Falcon, Mrs. Esparza 

Date: November 13, ,2017- December 22, ,2017  

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 
responsibility, reflection) tO be emphasized within this inquiry? 

L1 Connection: How are your traditions connected to other cultures? 

L2 Reflection: Why are traditions carried out? 

L3 Changes: How do our beliefs and values change over time?.  

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

● Social Studies- Compare ethnic and/or cultural celebrations.(2.16B) 
●  Social Studies : The ways in which your culture has impacted you. The 

artwork of a community reflects the culture of the community. (2.15a,b) 
● Social Studies-Traditions bring communities closer together.  
● Social Studies- How your culture has impacted your relationships.  

 
What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

● L1 Connection-What is culture? What is heritage? What can we learn 
about a community’s culture from studying their cultural celebrations? 
(DOK 1) 

● L2 Reflection-How do traditions keep communities connected? (DOK 2  ) 
● L3 Changes- Explain why traditions change over time? (DOK 3) 



 

3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What 
evidence will we look for? 

● L1 Connection - KWL about their partner’s traditions, 
celebrations, and heritage 

● L2 Reflection- Use pictures of the country we are going to 
explore (skype penpals)  to identify prior knowledge by using “I 
see, I think, I Wonder”.  

● L3 Changes-Students will compare and contrast present and 
past traditions  

 

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of 
inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

L1 Connections- Students understand that not everybody has the same traditions and 
celebrations. Students will create a venn diagram to compare and contrast their lives from 
those they have been in contact with. (DOK2) 

L2 Reflections-Students will create a flyer from their researched country.  They will explain 
and use evidence of their learning to include illustrations with written captions.(DOK3) 

 

L3 Changes:Students will create a flap book on describing and illustrating Thanksgiving past 
and present.  They must describe the concepts that are found across time and place. 
Students will show an understanding of how  traditions have changed or stayed the same. 
(DOK4) 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to 
encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving 
questions? 

● L1 Connections  
Students will make connections with other cultures by skyping with students across 
the world. Students will be inquirers by asking questions about the other students 
culture as well as answering questions about their own culture.  

● L2- Reflections (Journal Entries/Reflections) 
Social Studies- students will reflect on their skyping experiences, documenting what 
that have learned from their new peers from other countries  and what they were 
able to share about their own culture.  

● L3 Changes- 
Social  Studies-Students will compare and contrast the changes of traditions  that 
have occurred with a holiday such as Thanksgiving or Christmas from past to 
present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

Transdisciplinary skills  

● Thinking: Application, metacognition (L2 reflection) 
● Social: interaction in a variety of group roles (L1 Connection) 
● Self-Management: Informed Choices, safety (L2 Reflection) 
● Researching: recording and organizing data (L1 Connection) 
● Communication: Nonverbal and verbal communication (L1 Connection)are 

 

Learner Profile: 

● Caring-L1 Connections 
● Open-Minded-L3 Changes 
● Reflective-L2 reflection 

PYP Attitudes: 

● Curiosity-L1 Connections 
● Respect- L3 Changes 
● Appreciate-L1 connection, L2 reflection 
● Empathy- L1 connections 

 



 

5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 

Technology-Skype in the Classroom, students will bring food or an item from their own culture, art from other cultures, songs and instruments from other cultures, virtual 
field trip to another classroom  

We will use the following resources:Brainpop video(Culture>Thanksgiving and Winter Holidays):, books(Kwanzaa, The Seven Days of Kwanzaa, Light the LIghts, The Story 
of Hanukkah); art created from students.  

 

 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community to used to facilitate the inquiry?  

Reach out to SAMA to see if they have an art display about different cultures or artists from around the world.  

 

 



 

6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of 
the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of 
the inquiry should be included. 

 Esparza-Students  were able  to compare and contrast traditions and celebrations of 
other countries to theirs.  Students were also able to make connections by being 
exposed to foods, languages, religion, and traditions from others countries. 

 

Falcon- Students were interested and engaged learning about different cultures and 
traditions from countries around the world. They gained a different perspective and 
knowledge about different countries. This sparked a series of inquiry based questions 
for them.  

 

Quintanilla- Students were able to make connections with different cultures. They 
realized although we are not all from the same place we have many things in common, 
such as the foods that we eat to the clothes that we wear. They were also able to spot 
differences and acknowledge that not all cultures may be as privileged as we are, 
things like not having clean water, or having to work instead of go to school really stuck 
out for them.  

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more 
accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea. 

. 

Esparza- I think if we had  use of technology, we could have intergrated resources to 
share with our students.  Also, the schedule of our planner and holiday caused us to 
rush through out planner. 

 

Falcon- Due to the timeline of our planner and winter break, it felt rushed. We also did 
not have skype set up in our computers. This made it difficult for us to complete one of 
the assessments. We hope that by next year, all teachers have access to Skype by the 
beginning of the year.  

 

Quintanilla- I feel like being able to skype with another culture would have been a great 
experience and really would have stuck with the children, but a lack of resources made 
it difficult to go through with.  

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want 
to learn?” 

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary 
skills?  

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

In each case, explain your selection.  

  Esparza-I believe we did a great job of  teaching the related concepts of community, 
traditions and culture.  By students using the venn diagram, they were able to explain 
the transdisciplinary skill of  who they are.   We also read books and passages that 
helpled students to develop and express different learner profiles and attitudes.  
Students were able to have discussions about their  findings. 

Falcon- Students showed mastery of the concepts that we identifies. They used 
different transdisciplinary themes to compare and analyze different traditions and 
cultures from others and their own.  

 

Quintanilla- I believe that students did gain an understanding of the concepts identified, 
they were able to explain what a tradition is and even identify some of their own 
traditions at home. Students were then able to compare and contrast their own 
traditions with different cultures.  



 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the 
transdisciplinary theme?  

Falcon- The connections students made between the central idea and transdisciplinary 
theme were through read alouds, videos from BrainPop Jr, and projects. The students 
made connections to different cultures based on their own.  

Quintanilla-Students showed connections in multiple ways, observing the flags in the 
hallway and discussing things they could recall about different cultures they 
remembered, during read alouds students made frequent connections to different 
cultures through foods, or traditions.  

Esparza-By students using the venn diagram, they were able to write their connections 
of the different cultures we studied.   We also read books and passages that helpled 
students to develop and express their findings. 

 



 

8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight 
any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

Quintanilla- “why do some kids have to work so young?” Which led to 
conversations about the privileges we have including going  to school. “They eat 
sushi in China?” Led to conversations about the differsity in the United States. 

 

Falcon- When students were learning about La Befana (Epiphany), holiday 
tradition in Italy, students were surprised that a good witch delivered gifts to young 
children on January 6th. “Why does a good witch deliver gifts to children?” “It is 
similar to el dia de los reyes magos (the three wise men).” Or when they learned 
about how it was a custom for some students to walk miles to school in other parts 
of the world; this led to conversations about access to resources or simple basic 
needs.  

Esparza-Students quesioned they type of food other countries ate as far as taste 
and texture.  They also questioned why some children do not go to school and why 
several family member live with them.  They were curious about symbols of some 
countries versus our alphabet. 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and 
highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the 
inquiries.  

Falcon- What is culture? What is heritage? What can we learn about a community’s 
culture from studying their cultural celebrations?  

How do traditions keep communities connected? Explain why traditions change over 
time?  
 

Quintanilla- How do Traditions keep communities connected? 

How are your traditions connected to other cultures? (Most effective question, 
started a lot of class conversation) 

Esparza--What is culture?  What can we learn about a community’s culture 
from studying their cultural celebrations?   

How do traditions keep communities connected? Why traditions change over 
time?  
 

9.  Teacher notes 

 

 

 



 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability 
to reflect, to choose and to act. 

 

Falcon-Students had a broad perspective and ideas about different traditions and 
cultures around the world. They were in awe learning about similarities and 
differences from other cultures.  

 

Quintanilla- Students were more open-minded to trying new foods that they learned 
about through the different cultures outside of school and shared with the 
classroom. Students perspectives changed on different cultures as we read and 
learned more about them.  

Esparza-Students were open-minded and engaged in traditions of other countries. 
They were excited they we share similarities with other cultures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Transdisciplinary Theme: 



 

Starting Ending Date of Planner: 

 

Document for every subject. 
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